


FOCUS ON PHYSICIANS

UCONN WELCOMES NEW PHYSICIANS

Richard Everson, M.D., a
nationally prominent cancer
prevention specialist at the
Neag Comprehensive Cancer
Center, helps patients
understand their unique
breast cancer risk factors

and determine if preventive
medications may be useful.
Dr. Everson trained at Yale-
New Haven Hospital, Stanford
University Medical Center,
and the National Cancer
Institute. He leads the cancer
prevention programs at

the UConn Health Center.
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APURV KHANNA, M.D.

Apurv Khanna, M.D., a
nephrologist who specializes
in the treatment of hyperten-
sion caused by kidney and
renovascular disease, is now
seeing patients at the Pat and
Jim Calhoun Cardiology
Center. Dr. Khanna is a
graduate of King George’s
Medical University in India.
He completed clinical and
research fellowships in
nephrology at Texas Tech
University Health Sciences
Center.

WRIST ACCESS

repair. More than half of the
angioplasties performed at the
Pat and Jim Calhoun Cardiology
Center involve radial artery
access procedures.

“Studies show that radial
artery procedures promote
faster healing, shorter hospital
stays, and reduced bed rest to
get patients walking down the
road to recovery sooner,”
says Dr. Azrin, director of the
Cardiac Catheterization
Laboratory. “UConn is one of
only a few cardiology centers
in New England with expertise
in this technique.”

CRISTINA MONDRAGON, M.D.

Cristina Mondragon, M.D.,
an infectious disease specialist,
is now seeing patients at

the UConn Health Center.
After four years of private
practice in Charleston, S.C.,
Dr. Mondragon returned to
the Health Center, where she
previously had completed an
internship and residency in
internal medicine and a
fellowship in infectious
diseases. She received her
doctorate in medicine from
the University of Philippines
College of Medicine.

JOHN D. NASH, M.D.

John D. Nash, M.D., a leading
expert in gynecologic
oncology, has returned to

the Carole and Ray Neag
Comprehensive Cancer
Center. Dr. Nash previously
practiced in the Hartford
area for many years, and most
recently practiced in Virginia.
He is a graduate of the
Medical University of South
Carolina and trained at the
National Naval Medical
Center, the National Cancer
Institute, and Walter Reed
Army Medical Center.

FA357 Facts

2007.

92.5 nmillion dollars received for biomedical
research at UConn Health Center in fiscal year

.................................................

273,676 outpatient visits to John Dempsey
Hospital in fiscal year 2007, an increase of more
than 7 percent over the preceding year.

Know more — visit
www.KnowBetterCare.org



http://www.knowbettercare.org/

QUICK AND CONVENIENT
Y LABORATORY SERVICE

DERMATOPATHOL

For more than 28 years, the Dermatopathology
Laboratory at the UConn Health Center has
provided hundreds of thousands of timely and
thorough diagnostic specimen reports for practices
across the region. Each year, the lab’s team
interprets more than 50,000 cases.

“Our lab is staffed by a team of six experienced,
board-certified dermatopathologists,” says Jane M.
Grant-Kels, M.D., chair, Department of Dermatology
and director, Dermatopathology Laboratory and
Cutaneous Oncology Center. “We review difficult
cases with all members of our team to ensure the
highest quality service.”

The lab uses state-of-the-art techniques including
immunohistochemistry, immunofluorescence
studies and receptor gene rearrangement analysis.
These techniques allow for the accurate identification
of diagnostically challenging cases of melanoma
and lymphoma in addition to autoimmune blistering
dermatoses and other inflammatory diseases.
Patients and physicians also benefit from using a
university hospital lab, which gives patients access

to the latest research and innovation in health care.

“We are also deeply committed to customer
service,” remarks Dr. Grant-Kels. “Diagnoses on
routine specimens are generally made within 48
hours of the specimen’s arrival at our laboratory.
More complex specimens are leveled and studied
at our daily conference. Our reports are delivered
via fax to further shorten turn-around time. For
cases that would be assisted by clinical-pathological
correlation, we are happy to see patients for whom
a clinical exam would assist in the diagnosis.”

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE

Learn more about the lab services at
http://dermatology.uchc.edu or contact
Dr. Grant-Kels directly at grant@nso1.uchc.edu.

The UConn Health Center Dermatopathology Laboratory
team (back row) Philip Kerr, M.D., Adrienne Berke, M.D.,
Arni Kristjansson, M.D., Diane Hoss, M.D., (front row)
Michael Murphy, M.D., Jane Grant-Kels, M.D.
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http://dermatology.uchc.edu/

PHYSICIAN
DIRECTORY

With more than 350
physicians, UConn
has the largest multi-
specialty group in
central Connecticut.
We cover virtually
every specialty and
subspecialty in
health care.

Detailed, up-to-
date information
about our special-
ists is available on
our online physician
directory at http://
uconndocs.uchc.edu.

Bruce M. Brenner, M.D.

UConn

Health

Center

KNOW BETTER CARE

HERNIA REPAIR

COMPREHENSIVE CENTER OFFERS
PATIENTS THE BEST IN CARE

While the national

average failure rate for
hernia repair surgery
remains alarmingly high,
the experts at the Con-
necticut Comprehensive
Center for Hernia Repair
at UConn are on the
leading edge of the most
advanced treatment
options, helping to
significantly reduce
hernia recurrence rates.
Led by Yuri Novitsky,
M.D., the Center offers
patients both traditional
and minimally invasive
surgical options with an
emphasis on creating
durable and lasting repairs,
reducing discomfort
and ensuring a fast and
complete recovery.

Dr. Novitsky has extensive

expertise in the repair
of groin, ventral, and
hiatal hernias.

The Center offers
a multidisciplinary
approach to caring for
patients with hernias.
This approach allows the
Center to offer a variety
of non-surgical support
services to help hernia
patients quit smoking,
reach nutrition and
weight-loss goals, and
facilitate postoperative
pain management.

“Our goal is to repair
the hernia in the best
way possible and also
help the patient make
any necessary lifestyle
changes to prevent
recurrence,” says Dr.
Novitsky.

For some patients
with more complex and
often multiple recurrent
hernias, Dr. Novitsky
has successfully applied
a variety of innovative

techniques in major
abdominal wall recon-
struction. Together with
plastic surgeon Rajiv
Chandawarkar, M.D.,
he combines layer-by-
layer remodeling of the
diseased abdominal wall,
often with the removal
of excess skin and fat to
improve postoperative
outcomes.

Drs. Novitsky and
Chandawarkar are also
involved in research
with the Center for
Molecular and Tissue
Engineering to develop
the next generation of
surgical meshes that will
further enhance recon-
structive surgery. The
research is focused on
developing new tissue-
interactive meshes that
will speed tissue repair
and wound healing.

MANAGEMENT OF VALVULAR HEART DISEASE

A PRACTICAL APPROACH
May 15, 2008, NOON TO 6 P.M.

UCONN HEALTH CENTER, LOW LEARNING CENTER

Yuri Novitsky, M.D., and
Heidi Fitzgerald, M.D.,
chief surgical resident

“Our goal is to
repair the hernia
in the best way
possible and
also help the
patient make any
necessary life-
style changes
to prevent
recurrence.”

— Yuri Novitsky, M.D.

For more information
about the Connecticut
Comprehensive Center
for Hernia Repair,
call 860-679-8760
or visit: http://
herniarepair.uchc.edu.

The Second UConn Valve Symposium, sponsored by the Pat and
Jim Calhoun Cardiology Center and the UConn School of Medi-
cine Office of Continuing and Community Education, will focus
on education for cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons, residents,
fellows, and interns. Co-directed by Bruce Liang, M.D., and Paul
Preissler, M.D., the symposium will feature lectures on mitral
regurgitation, mitral valve surgery, and aortic valve replacement.
Participation is limited to the first 100 registrants.

Call 860-679-7692 for registration information. Visit http://heart.uchc.
edu/education/pdfs/symposium_heart.pdf for more information.
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